
 
 

 

 

The Honorable Rebecca Rausch 

Joint Committee on Municipalities  

and Regional Government, Chair 

State House, Room 218 

Boston, MA 02133 

 

The Honorable James J. O’Day     

Joint Committee on Municipalities  

and Regional Government, Chair 

State House, Room 540  

Boston, MA 02133 

 

September 10, 2019 

 

Chairwoman Rausch and Chairman O’Day,  

The American Planning Association- Massachusetts Chapter (APA-MA) and the Massachusetts Association 

of Planning Directors (MAPD) (jointly referred to as “the Planning Organizations”) represent over 1,400 

professional public and private sector planners with a breadth and depth of disciplinary expertise ranging from 

land-use and zoning, to economic development, environmental preservation, and housing policy and 

production.  

The Planning Organizations strongly support H. 1802 - An Act regarding mandatory land use board 

training.    

This legislation would amend Section 3 of Chapter 23B of the General Laws to establish an annual 

program of education and training for Planning Boards and Zoning Board of Appeals.  All Board members 

would be required to complete their educational training within 60 days of becoming a Board member and 

then two years thereafter.  To facilitate remote participation and reduce implementation costs, the existing 

“Conflict of Interest” framework can be utilized and the expertise of the Planning Organizations, the Citizen 

Planning Training Collaborative, and the Massachusetts Association of Regional Planning Agencies can be 

leveraged to develop and implement the educational training modules. 

Land use regulations are complex, often technical, and based on important legal foundations. Given this 

complexity, we believe that requiring regular training for Planning Boards and Zoning Boards of Appeals 

will help to facilitate more informed land-use decision-making in our communities, keep Board members 

up-to-date on changes in State statutes and apprised of best practices in zoning and land use planning.  

Both municipalities and developers could see a reduction in litigation when boards receive the most up-

to-date land use training.  

 

 

 

https://maps.google.com/?daddr=24%20Beacon%20St+Boston+MASSACHUSETTS+02133
https://maps.google.com/?daddr=24%20Beacon%20St+Boston+MASSACHUSETTS+02133


The Planning Organizations encourage members to vote H. 1802 favorably out of Committee.  

We appreciate your consideration of our positions on the above referenced legislation and offer our 

expertise to the Committee and staff if there are any technical questions you may have.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Angela Cleveland, AICP    Kristina Johnson, AICP 

President       President 

APA-MA Chapter      MAPD, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


